io6      THE VILLAGE IN THE JUNGLE
climbed the hill, and carried the god down, and bore
Mm across the river, and placed him upon its banks
under the shadow of the trees, where now stands
his great temple. Then the god swore that he would
no,longer be served by Tamils in his temple, and
that he would o&ly have Sinhalese to perform his
ceremonies; and that is why to this day, though the
god is a Tamil god, and the temple a Hindu temple,
the kapuralas are all Buddhists and Sinhalese.
The god, therefore, is of the jungle; a great devil,
beneficent when approached in the right manner and
season, whose power lies for miles upon the desolate
jungle surrounding his temple and hill. A power
to swear by, for he will punish for the oath sworn
falsely by his hill; a power who will listen to the
vow of the sick or of the barren women; a power
who can aid us against the devils which perpetually
beset us.13
It was in this way that the pilgrims regarded the
god, and they chose well the time of his festival to
approach him. For the god loved a hind, and had
made her his mistress, and had placed her in the
temple which stood at the southern end of his street.
13 There are two distinct races in Ceylon, Tamils and Sinha-
lese. Their language, customs, and religions are different.
The Tamils are Dravidians, probably the original inhabitants
of India; they are Hindus in religion. The Sinhalese are
Aryans, and their religion is Buddhism. The Tamils inhabit
tlie north and east of the island, the Sinhalese the remainder.